
RCIA



RCIA

Inquiry Formation Enlightenment Mystagogia



In this rite you seek and gain the acceptance of the 

worshipping community. You are a step closer to God 

and the Christian community.

Candidates or 

catechumens?

The Rite of acceptance



Rites belonging to the period 

of catechumenate
üCelebrations of the Word of God

üLearning to keep Sunday as a holy day

üMinor exorcisms -optional (which draw 

attention to the Christian life)

üBlessings of catechumens

üAnointing of catechumens- optional



üParish celebration for sending catechumens for 

election and candidates for recognition by the 

bishop (optional)

üñCelebration of the Rite of election of 

catechumens and of the call to continuing 

conversion of candidates who are preparing for 

Confirmation and/ or Eucharist or reception into 

the full communion of the Catholic Churchò



üScrutinies (ñsolemnly celebrated on Sundaysò 

128)

üSundays 3,4 &5 during Lent

üPresentation of the Creed (ñduring the week 

after the first scrutiny, should preferably be 

celebrated in the presence of a community of the 

faithful, within Mass, after the homilyò).

üPresentation of the Lordôs prayer (week after 

third scrutinyéas above).



Celebration of 

Sacraments of 

Christian Initiation

Baptism Confirmation Eucharist



Mystagogia

(Post-baptismal catechesis)

üTo strengthen the neophytes as they begin to 
walk in newness of life, the community of the 
faithful, their godparents, and their parish priests 
should give them thoughtful and friendly help.

üHow do we celebrate and continue to 
accompany the neophytes as a parish 
community?

üPentecost: celebration!
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ÅEarliest source for a formal acceptance of 

catechumens is found in the óApostolic Tradition 

(Hippolytus of Rome)

ÅThose who wished to become ñhearers of the 

Wordò were brought to the teachers before the 

people assembled. Those who presented the 

candidates (sponsors) had to testify about the 

candidatesô readiness to hear the word and have 

their lives re-shaped by the word.



ÅNew catechumens were only admitted after

inquiry into their motives for embracing the

faith, their state in life and their occupation.

ÅNo mention at this stage of a ritual for

welcome/ acceptance

ÅAugustine (4th Century) mentioned being given

salt and signed with the Cross (preservation

and foretaste of the Eucharist).



ÅJohn the Deacon (6th C) described the

admittance to catechumenate as consisting of

the imposition of hands, breathing on the

candidates, an exorcism, and giving of blessed

salt. (By this time, however, infant baptism was

becoming the norm).



Over time, 2 elements came to be included:

1) those that expressed the candidateôs

separation from a former way of life (exorcisms,

renunciation of idols, giving of salt), and

2) those that expressed the candidateôs

adherence to Christ, (signing with the

Cross)



FIRST STEP:

Acceptance into the order of 

Catechumens

üñTherite that is called the rite of
acceptance into the order of catechumens
is of the utmost importance. Assembling
publicly for the first time, the candidates
who have completed the period of the pre-
catechumenate declare their intention to
the Church and the Church in turn,
carrying out its apostolic mission, accepts
them as persons who intend to become its
members.ò


